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Paul's Gospel

There are two great revelators, or unfolders of Divine
Truth in the Bible—Moses in the Old Testament, and
Paul in the New.

Someone may say, "Is not Christ the Great Teacher?" In
a sense this is true; but in a real sense Christ is the
Person taught about, rather than teaching, in the
Gospels. The law and the prophets pointed forward to
Christ; the Epistles point back to Him; and the Book of
Revelation points to His second coming, and those
things connected with it. The Four Gospels tell the story
how He was revealed to men, and rejected by them.
Christ, Himself, therefore is the theme of the Bible.
Moses in the Law reveals God's holiness, and thus by
means of the Law reveals human sin, and the utter
hopelessness and helplessness of man. Paul in his great
Epistles reveals Christ as our Righteousness,
Sanctification, Redemption, and All in All.

The twelve Apostles (Matthias by Divine appointment
taking the place of Judas) were to be the

"witnesses" (Acts 1:22) of Christ's resurrection—that is,
of the fact of it. They were not to unfold fully the
doctrine of it, as Paul was. The twelve were with Jesus
personally, and knew Him as a man; and when He died
they saw it. When He was buried, they knew it
personally, as eye-witnesses. And when He was raised,
they found it out experimentally, visiting His actual
tomb, and seeing that it was empty. They were also to
see and handle the physical, risen body of our Lord. And
it was with them that our Lord abode on earth forty days
after His resurrection, "shewing Himself alive



(physically, in a body) by many "infallible proofs" (Acts
1:3).

This great fact—that is, that the Person that the Jews
themselves well knew they had crucified and buried,
was risen from the dead and ascended to heaven—this
tremendous fact the twelve Apostles witnessed to Israel
at Jerusalem, and everywhere else. Thus we find the
opening chapters of the Book of Acts filled with the
single testimony that Jesus of Nazareth had risen from
the dead; and that remission of sins was through Him.

But unto none of these twelve Apostles did God reveal
the great body of doctrine for this age. Just as God chose
Moses to be the revelator of Israel for the Ten
Commandments, and all connected with the Law
dispensation; so God chose Saul of Tarsus to be the
revelator and unfolder of those mighty truths connected
with our Lord's death, burial, and resurrection, and His
ascended Person. And all the "mysteries" or "secrets"
revealed to God's people in this dispensation by the Holy
Ghost are revealed by Paul. Finally, Paul is the unfolder
of the great company of God's elect, called the Church,
the Body of Christ, the individuals of which body are
called members of the Body of Christ—members of
Christ Himself.

No other Apostle speaks of these things. Peter himself
had to learn them from Paul (2 Pet 3:15-16). When Paul
finishes his thirteen great Epistles (Romans to Philemon)
those which belong to the Church, God indeed permits
him to give a message then to the Hebrews. This is not
part of the Church's doctrine, but is simply explaining to
Hebrew Christians the character, the real application,



the typical meaning, of their Levitical system—that is,
how it pointed forward to Christ.

James addresses his Epistle to "the twelve tribes"—that
is, his Epistle has special reference to the Jewish
Christians in the early days, and to such throughout the
dispensation, for that matter. Peter writes to "the
strangers who are sojourners of the Dispersion," that is,
to the dispersed Jews who acknowledge Jesus as the
Messiah.

In the second of Galatians we are distinctly told by Paul,
that James, Cephas and John were to go to the
circumcision, while Paul tells us that his message was to
the Gentiles. Since then the testimony by the Jewish
Apostles to the Jews was duly given, there is now no
distinction between Jews and Gentiles; and Paul's
message holds good for the world, both Jews and
Gentiles. So that we find Paul finally sets the Jewish
nation aside in the last chapter of the Book of Acts, and
opens his great Epistle to the Galatians at the center of
the world with the statement that "there is no
difference" between men; for "all have sinned;" and that
there is again "no difference," for "whosoever shall call
upon the name of the Lord shall be saved;" since the
same Lord is "Lord of all" (Rom 3:22-23 and Rom 10:12).

God does as He pleases, and it pleased Him to choose—
first to save people in this dispensation through "the
foolishness of preaching," or the "preached thing"—that
is, through the message about the Cross, and what was
done there (See 1 Cor 1:21). And second, it pleased Him
to choose Paul to be the great proclaimer and revealer
of just what the Gospel is for this dispensation.



You can judge any man's preaching or teaching by this
rule—Is he Pauline? Does his doctrine start and finish
according to those statements of Christian doctrine
uttered by the Apostle Paul?

No matter how wonderful a man may seem in his gifts
and apparent consecration— if his Gospel is not Pauline,
it is not the Gospel; and we might as well get our minds
settled at once as to that. Paul calls down the anathema
—that is the curse of God Himself—upon anyone who
preaches any other Gospel than that which he declared
(Galatians 1).

Not for one moment are we to believe that James, Peter
and John were at variance with Paul—not in the least.
They were given certain things by the Spirit, to say to
certain classes of people. They do not conflict with Paul.
And their words are included in the statement that "All
Scripture is profitable" (2 Tim 3:16).

But, nevertheless, Paul is the declarer and revealer of
the Gospel to us. Take Romans to Philemon out of the
Bible and you are bereft of Christian doctrine. For
instance, if you were to take Paul's Epistles out of the
Bible, you cannot find anything about the Church, the
Body of Christ, for no other Apostle mentions the Body
of Christ. You cannot find one of the great mysteries,
such as the Rapture of the Church (1 Thessalonians 4; 1
Corinthians 15) or the mystery of the present hardening
of Israel (Romans 11). No other Apostle speaks of any of
those mysteries. Paul alone reveals them—the great
doctrines such as Justification, Redemption,
Sanctification. And what is perhaps the most
tremendous fact of every real Christian's life, that of his



personal union to the Lord in glory. Paul is the great
divinely-chosen opener to us of truth for this age.

The great doctrines that Paul reveals may be outlined as
follows—

1. The unrighteousness before God of all men.

2. The impossibility of justification by works before God
—that is, of any man's attaining a standing of
righteousness before God, by anything done by him. Do
what a man may, he is a condemned sinner still.

3. The fact and the scripturalness of righteousness on
the free gift principle—that is, of a Divine righteousness,
separate from all man's doings, conferred upon man as a
free gift from God.

4. Propitiation. That satisfaction of God's Holy nature
and law for man's sins rendered by Christ's blood.

5. Reconciliation. The removal, by Christ's death for
man, of that obstacle to righteousness which man's sin
had set up between God and man.

6. The plan of the actual conferring of the gift of
righteousness upon all who believe, without any
distinction. This change of a sinner's standing before
God, from one of condemnation to one of righteousness,
is called Justification. Negatively, it is deliverance from
guilt on account of Christ's shed blood, and deliverance
out of the old creation, by identification in death with
Christ on the Cross. Positively, it is a new standing in the
risen Christ before God.

7. Redemption. The buying back of the soul through the
blood of Christ from sin; from the curse of the law—even
death, involving exclusion from God, under penalty;



from the "power of death," which involves the hand of
the enemy; and from all iniquity.

8. Forgiveness. The going forth of Divine tenderness in
remitting penalty for sin, in view of the blood of Christ
trusted in; and in complacency and fellowship, to
creatures who before were necessarily under Divine
judgment.

9. Remission of sins. That is, the actual removing of
transgressions or trespasses from the sinner, so that for
all time and eternity his sins shall not again be upon
him.

10. Identification (see above, Justification). The great
fact that those who are in Christ were united with Him
at the Cross, by God's sovereign inscrutable act; were
crucified with Christ and buried with Him; so that their
history is now ended before God; and when Christ was
raised up as the First-born of the new creation, they also
were raised up with Him, and their history began as new
creatures in God's sight, in Christ, the Last Adam.

Of course, in the experience of the Christian, there
comes a time when he is actually made partaker of this
new life—that point of time when he is, as we say, saved,
or converted, or born again, etc. Nevertheless, the life
that is in every Christian came up out of the tomb, and it
is in Christ Jesus that a man is created anew.

11. Incorporation. This tremendous doctrine Paul alone
mentions, and he makes it practically the foundation of
all his exhortations to the saints with regard to their
conduct and life. By "incorporation" we mean the fact
that all those who are really saved and are new
creatures in Christ Jesus become members of one
organism, which is more real than the very earth we



tread upon, called "the Body of Christ"—Christ Himself
in heaven being the Head of this Body, and every real
Christian a member of it. So that believers are thus
members of Christ in heaven, and also members one of
another here on earth. No wonder Paul is able to exhort
the saints to love one another when they are members
one of another! (Romans 12, 1 Corinthians 12 and
Ephesians 4).

12. Inhabitation. The wonderful fact that the Body of
Christ and each member of it individually is inhabited,
indwelt, by the Holy Ghost Himself, and not only so, but
that the Church is being "built together" as a great
temple of God so that in the future God's actual eternal
dwelling place will be this wonderful, mysterious
company built into a building called "a holy habitation of
God in the Spirit."

This mystery is a great and marvelous one, the fact that
we are saved, are partakers now of the life of the Lord in
glory, that the Holy Spirit indwells us.

13. Divine Exhibition. That is, that through the Church,
in the ages to come, is to be made known that which
God counts His "riches," even His Grace (Eph 2:7; 3:10).

The failure or refusal to discern the Pauline Gospel as a
separate and new revelation and not a "development
from Judaism," accounts for two-thirds of the confusion
in many people's minds today as regards just what the
Gospel is. Paul's Gospel will suffer no admixture with
works on the one hand or religious pretensions and
performances on the other. It is as simple and clear as
the sunlight from heaven. The end of man is where God
begins in Romans 3, at what might be called the opening
of the Pauline Revelation. Most unsaved people today



believe in their hearts that the reason they are not saved
is because of something they have not yet done, some
step that remains for them to take before God will
accept them. But this is absolutely untrue.*** When
Christ said, "It is finished," He meant that He had, then
and there, paid the debt for the whole human race. "He
gave Himself a ransom for all" (1 Tim 2:6).

Now Paul in his wonderful revelation declares that God
has reconciled the world to Himself; that God was in
Christ (at the Cross) reconciling the world to Himself; (2
Cor 5:19). Men do not know this, but they conceive that
something stands between them and God, before God
will accept or forgive them. If you tell a man that God is
demanding no good works of him whatsoever, no
religious observances or church ordinances, that God is
not asking him to undertake any duties at all, but that
God invites him to believe a glad message that his sins
have already been dealt with at the Cross, and that God
expects him to believe this good news and be
exceedingly happy about it—if you tell an unsaved man
such a story as this, he is astonished and overwhelmed—
yet this is the Gospel!

Would that we had grace just as vigorously to defend his
great message today, whether from its enemies or its
real friends who do not see it clearly as yet; or who, like
Peter (Galatians 2), through fear of others, are ready to
compromise and tone down the Gospel of God.

Notes

* "This is a great tract," wrote Lewis Sperry Chafer, "a
clear treatise on the truth of God for this age. The
author was one of America's greatest Bible expositors. It



glorifies the Savior as the author desired it to do. It
should be distributed by hundreds of thousands." Ed.

1 William Reed Newell (1868-1956), once the assistant
superintendent of Moody Bible Institute, was an author,
Bible teacher, and evangelist. D. L.. Moody appointed
him as teacher of weekly Bible classes in Chicago,
Detroit, Toronto, and St. Louis, where he had a
tremendous impact grounding believers in the Pauline
Gospel of grace.

His Romans Verse By Verse, a 590-page commentary
(1938), and Hebrews Verse By Verse (1957?) are very
valuable works.

The present sample illustrates Dr. James M. Gray's
commendation: "Two things can be said of Mr. Newell
without qualification. One is his soundness in the faith,
and the other the plainness and the force with which he
expresses the truth as it has been revealed to him" (dust
jacket of Romans Verse By Verse).

Newell's writing also includes the much loved Gospel
song "At Calvary" (see "A Gospel Song of Grace" in this
issue.)

2 Christ, when on earth, did not "start anything." He
said, in Matthew 16:18: "I will build My Church;" but He
had not yet built it. He was a "minister of the
circumcision," (Rom 15:8; Matt 15:24); and though He
taught, it was to discover to men their helplessness, and
lead them to rely on Him. Finally, all failed in
Gethsemane. Then came the Cross and the end of all
things human. Then the resurrection, and a new
beginning.

>
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The Spiritual Order of Paul's Epistles

We believe that the order of arrangement of Paul’s
Epistles to the Churches was Divinely established; and
that there is a progress of spiritual experience from
Romans to 2 Thessalonians.

ROMANS: RIGHTEOUSNESS WITHOUT WORKS. In
Romans man is shown without righteousness: "There is
none righteous, no, not one." This involves man’s
fundamental relation to God. Christ is set forth a
propitiation, meeting all Divine claims, and by His death
releasing man from the necessity of a righteousness and
holiness of his own. Christ becomes his righteousness,
and a believer has the witness of the Spirit that he is
God'’s child.

1 CORINTHIANS: WISDOM WITHOUT EDUCATION. In
1

Corinthians the subject is not righteousness but wisdom.
The words "wisdom" and "wise" occur in the first four
chapters twenty-five times, and the words "foolish" and
"foolishness" some eight times! In 1:30 we are seen as of
God - we that are in Christ Jesus who was "made unto us
wisdom from God"; which indeed includes
"Righteousness, Sanctification and Redemption" but
Christ is looked at as our Wisdom. Indeed, in 2:16, "We
have the mind of Christ." Those declared righteous in
Romans, and become children of God, are now brought
to school, - as children should be. But lo! the wisdom of
the world is "foolishness," - therefore God’s "wisdom" is
revealed to these children of God by the Spirit, the Holy
Spirit indwelling them (2:6-16).
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2 CORINTHIANS: POWER WITHOUT STRENGTH. In 2
Corinthians we find Christ our sufficiency. Declared
righteous in Romans, instructed by the Spirit in 1
Corinthians, the believer has yet to learn his utter
weakness. The key-verses here are 12:9,10: "When I am
weak then am I strong," and, "My grace is sufficient for
thee." Many believers never find that God alone is their
strength along every line. Paul found it! Read 1:8-10.
Again: "We have this treasure in earthen vessels, that
the exceeding greatness of the power may be of God,
and not from ourselves" (4:7-11). Again: "Our outward
man is decaying, yet our inward man is renewed day by
day" (4:16). Again: "Our flesh had no relief, but we were
afflicted on every side; without were fightings, within
were fears. Nevertheless he that comforteth the lowly,
even God, comforted us by the coming of Titus" (7:5,6).
Again: "Most gladly therefore will I rather glory in my
weaknesses that the power of Christ may rest upon

me" (12:9).

GALATIANS: PERFECTING WITHOUT RELIGION. In
Galatians we see how the Epistles are linked together,
each leading on to the following. So in 2 Corinthians
13:11, Paul exhorts, "Be perfected" (Compare 6:14 to
7:1). Now the Galatians are seeking to be perfected, but
it is by turning back to "religion," by observing "days,
seasons, months, years" (4:10,11). "Are ye so foolish,
having begun in the Spirit, are ye now perfected in the
flesh?" But Paul goes clear back to Romans six, and
testifies to these Galatians, "I have been crucified with
Christ; and it is no longer I that live, but Christ liveth in
me; and that life which I now live in the flesh, I live in
faith, the faith which is in the Son of God, who loved me
and gave himself up for me" (2:20). He goes back to 2
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Corinthians 5:17: "If any man be in Christ he is a new
creation; the old things are passed away; behold, they
are become new"; and he sets before us the proper "rule
of life" of the believer in words which completely set
aside "religious" life, whether Jewish, Romish, or
Protestant. "Neither is circumcision anything, nor
uncircumcision, but a new creation. And as many as
shall walk by this rule, peace be upon them, and mercy
and (when the future time comes for blessing the real
Israel) upon the Israel of God" (6:5,16).

EPHESIANS: MEN ON EARTH SEATED IN THE
HEAVENLIES. In Ephesians the marvelous secret is
opened out by which all true believers in Christ Jesus
are made alive with the raised and glorified Christ -
raised up with Him and made to sit in the heavenlies (no
longer in the earthlies as were Israel) and made indeed
to become the fulness of Christ our Head, who filleth all
in all. We are not yet in heaven but are "sealed with the
Holy Spirit of promise, which is an earnest of our
inheritance, unto the redemption of God’s own
possession unto the praise of His glory." (An "earnest" is
a foretoken of our inheritance.)

PHILIPPIANS: A SAMPLE BELIEVER RUNS THE
COURSE. In Philippians we see Paul as a sample
believer of all these glorious truths, running the
wonderful "course" toward that coming "day of Christ"!
(1:6,10). Saying, as he runs, "To me to live is Christ, and
to die is gain" (1:21); exhorting, "Have this mind in you,
which was also in Christ Jesus" (2:5-8); crying, as he
runs, "I count all things to be loss for the excellency of
the knowledge of Christ Jesus my Lord; for whom I
suffered the loss of all things, and do count them but
refuse, that I may gain Christ, and be found in Him, not
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having a righteousness of mine own, even that which is
of the Law, but that which is through faith in Christ, the
righteousness which is from God by faith; that I may
know Him, the power of His resurrection, the fellowship
of His sufferings, becoming conformed unto His death. I
press on, if so be that I may lay hold on that for which
also I was laid hold on by Christ Jesus. I press on toward
the goal unto the prize of the high calling of God in
Christ Jesus. Let us therefore, as many as are perfect, be
thus minded. For our citizenship is in heaven. I can do
all things through Him that strengtheneth me; And my
God shall supply every need of yours, according to His
riches in glory in Christ Jesus." (Chapter 3, entire;
4:13,19). Paul’s word in 3:17: "Brethren, be ye imitators
together of me, and mark them that so walk as ye have
us for an ensample," is the key of Philippians. By the
grace of God certainly, but none the less true, Paul was
enabled to run the Christian race in all its fulness!

COLOSSIANS: HEAVENLY MEN ON EARTH FILLED
WITH HIS FULNESS. In Colossians we see heavenly
men on earth - yet holding fast the Head in heaven, and
becoming filled with His fulness. All the fulness of the
Godhead dwells bodily in Christ, with whom believers’
lives are hid in God, and Christ becomes the object of all
the believer’s thoughts and affections. Since you are
raised together with Christ, "Set your mind on the
things that are above, not on the things that are upon
the earth. For ye died, and your life is hid with Christ in
God" (3:2,3). The believer awaits Christ’s coming -
content not to be known or manifested till the glory
comes. Four desperate foes oppose this mystery of faith
of holding fast the Head in heaven while walking on
earth: beguilement through enticing words; philosophy
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and vain deceit, after the tradition of men; the ritual
observance of outward ordinances and holy days; the
worshipping of angels (2:4,8,16,18).

1 THESSALONIANS: THE RETURN OF CHRIST FOR
THE CHURCH. In 1 Thessalonians we have the church’s
hope, the Rapture: "The Lord Himself shall descend
from heaven with a shout, with the voice of the
archangel, and with the trump of God; and the dead in
Christ shall rise first; then we that are alive, that are
left, shall together with them be caught up in the clouds,
to meet the Lord in the air; and so shall we ever be with
the Lord! Wherefore comfort one another with these
words" (4:16-18). The believer who knows himself
righteous (Romans), having the mind of Christ (1
Corinthians), and to walk by the "rule of the new
creation" knowing that he was crucified with Christ, who
is now living in Him (Galatians), and who sees with
Spirit-enlightened eyes the heavenly character and
calling of the Church (Ephesians), and is really
becoming an imitator of Paul in the race - running the
course unto Christ - "the day of Christ" (Philippians),
who is really holding fast the Head, paying no attention
to those who would delude you with persuasiveness of
speech and make a spoil of you through "philosophy"
and would judge us in "religious" things to rob us of our
prize by turning us to a self-humility that fails to hold
fast the Head: such a believer is ready indeed for 1
Thessalonians! And he is sincerely eager in daily, hourly
watching for His coming - for the Rapture of the Church!

2 THESSALONIANS: THE REVELATION OF CHRIST
FROM HEAVEN. In 2 Thessalonians we have the second
phase of our Lord’s return, the "revelation of the Lord
Jesus from heaven in flaming fire rendering vengeance
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to them that know not God and to them that obey not
the gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ" (1:8). It is the great
day of wrath of Revelation 19:11-21. In 2 Thessalonians
Paul guards the saints from confusing the Rapture with
that day of wrath, - called "the Day of the Lord" (2:1-3 R.
V.). The church at Thessalonica was being tempted by its
troubles to confuse the coming of the Lord Jesus Christ
and our gathering together unto Him (the Rapture) with
the Day of the Lord - which sees the manifestation of the
Antichrist. Which terrible days, thank God, the Church is
not appointed to see! (1 Thess. 5:9; Rev. 3:10).
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